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Outline

1. Classroom attendance at 
UFS:
• Why do students choose 

not to go to class?
• Why do students choose 

to go to class?
2. How engaged are students 

who do/not attend class?
3. What are the implications for 

a changing T&L landscape?



Class attendance survey

• Qualitative responses provided 
further understanding

• Linked with SASSE data
• Does attendance influence 

engagement?

Responses in class 
attendance survey

5044

1264
Also responded to 

SASSE 2018



Skipping class or not

students sometimes skip class

941
students have never

skipped class

323

Presenter
Presentation Notes
74% vs. 26%



The relationship between class attendance and  engagement
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Do you sometimes skip class?

Yes I sometimes skip class No I never skip class



Reasons students are not attending class

1) Having to study for other subjects’ tests 
or working on other subjects’ 
assignments;

2) Falling behind with academic work and 
having to catch up; 

3) Preferring self-study; 
4) Times classes are scheduled; and 
5) Lecturers’ teaching skills

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Link reason 1 and 2 – time related
Link 3 and 5 – 3rd most self-study; why? from qual data – bad teaching
Will explain more about time classes scheduled



Reasons students are not attending class

Falling behind with academic work and 
having to catch up

Reflective & Integrative Learning

Collaborative Learning

Student-Staff Interaction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some sig results related to time
CL and SS make sense because they need to discuss with peers and lecturers more when not in class
Interestingly, RI higher in students who say that they don’t attend class because of falling behind with academic work and having to catch up. For this group of students (try to find out what’s going on in class), this might indicate a sense of responsibility instead of not caring about attending class.
Not bad students who don’t go to class for this reason.



Reasons students are not attending class

Preferring self-study 

Times classes are scheduled

• Effective Teaching Practices

• Higher-Order Learning

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This statistical finding confirms qualitative findings that those who say they prefer self study do so because they experience significantly lower ET.
HO laer – Qualitative reasons why students skip class because of time scheduled are about safety (neighbourhoods unsafe to walk alone), availability of transport early and late, back to back classes/spread out too far and no money to buy food. All the reasons are socio-economic which means that students who are already under financial pressure are further disadvantaged by missing out on HO skills.



Lecturers’ teaching skills and engagement
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During the current academic year, to what extent have 
your lecturers done the following?

Clearly explained module outcomes and requirements
“Work discussed in formal classes differ to that of 
tutorials which creates confusion regarding tests.”

Presented modules in an organized way
“In one of our modules we do not follow the semester 
plan, and do work that overlaps with work done in other 
modules.  It is obvious to me that the lecturers are not 
prepared well.”



During the current academic year, to what extent have your 
lecturers done the following?

Used examples or illustrations to explain difficult points
“The lecturer just reads slides or from the study guide, 
which defeats the purpose of attending.” 

Provided detailed feedback shortly after you completed 
tests or assignments
“In some modules we never receive feedback on the 
class activities or tests that we do, so that kind of 
demotivates me to go to class because I don't really 
know how my academic record looks like.”



Interactions of student experiences within and beyond 
the classroom

A variety of mental health issues: 
“Depression and anxiety are crippling.”

“I fall sick quite often, it can be physically or mentally due 
to stress and burnout. My body can’t cope.”

Socio-economic issues: 
“I have a very low self esteem wearing the same thing 
every week.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Those who experienced poor teaching in class, also experienced poorer quality of relationships with lecturers specifically, and experienced the campus as less supportive regarding academic and non-academic support. For us, this shows a relationship between students’ experiences within and beyond the classroom. 



Reasons students are attending class

1) Wanting to gain a deeper understanding of 
module content; 

2) Being made aware of the most important 
concepts; 

3) Keeping up to date with the work; 
4) Learning how to answer test or exam 

questions; and 
5) Receiving additional explanations



Reasons students are attending class

Being made aware of the most important 
concepts

Receiving additional explanations

• Higher-Order Learning

• Learning Strategies

• Effective Teaching Practices

• Effective Teaching Practices

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Not going through this in detail; point is to show the comparison between the number of indicators that are sig higher among those who do go to class vs those that are lower for those who don’t go to class. In other words, there’s a bigger benefit for those who go to class.



Reasons students are attending class

Keeping up to date with the work

• Quantitative Reasoning

• Learning Strategies

• Student-Staff Interaction

• Effective Teaching Practices

• Quality of Interactions

• Supportive Environment



Reasons students are attending class

Learning how to answer test or exam questions

• Higher-Order Learning

• Reflective & Integrative Learning

• Quantitative Reasoning

• Learning Strategies

• Student-Staff Interaction

• Effective Teaching Practices

• Quality of Interactions

• Supportive Environment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Structure of survey: those who said yes they skip class answered all q’s; those who never skip class only answered reasons why they go to class. So these benefits are for all students, even if they sometimes skip class. The variety of sig indicators; not just one score that is higher.




Wanting to gain a deeper understanding of module content and 
engagement
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Characteristics of face-to-face classes that students would 
like to attend

Spaces where opportunities for deeper engagement and 
learning are created
“Some classes I enjoy attending due to how much I enjoy 
discussing the content with the lecturer and engaging in an 
active analyses of the material with other students.”

Having lecturers that provide support and help them to 
persevere, progress and succeed;
“The lecturers encourage us to engage with the material. 
Some make contemporary comparisons, thus we understand 
the work better.”



Characteristics of face-to-face classes that students would 
like to attend

Environments that empower them with graduate 
attributes and move beyond just imparting content;
- Confidence
- Interpersonal skills
- Communication/vocabulary
- Presentation skills; etc. 

Providing them with important feedback that promotes 
their development.
“I get the chance to ask the lecturer questions and fix the 
mistakes that I made during self study or a written test.”



Key points and questions

1) Relationship between students’ attendance and 
experiences of a variety of engaging behaviours

2) The benefits of attendance are for all students –
whether they attend all the time or not

3) There is a relationship between students’ 
experiences within and beyond the classroom

4) How can we replicate the key benefits students 
gain from class in ever-increasing online teaching 
and learning spaces?

5) How can we help lecturers develop techniques 
that enhance deep learning, participation, peer 
learning, etc.?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lecturer development to create environments’ 
Blended. Maintain engagement behaviours that make classes work?



Questions?

T: +27 51 401 3776 | E: lootss@ufs.ac.za | www.ufs.ac.za/ctl
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