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University Preparation Programme (UPP-UFS)

- 1 year access 
programme  consisting of 
credit courses and 
development courses

- 3 Years + 2 years

Extended degree programme

- More prevalent across 
the system

- First year stretched over 
2 years

- 3 years + 1 year

Main stream

- Standard structure for 
an undergraduate degree

- Professional degrees can 
be longer

- 3 years

ACCESS ROUTES TO UNIVERSITY STUDY

• University Preparation Programme (UPP) was established in 1993.

• UPP provides students with opportunity to study at a higher

education.

• Majority of the student population are predominately from rural

schools.

• Focus on high school transition through developmental modules.

• UPP students are tracked from registration until graduation or

dropout.

• Students move into the Extended Programme upon completion.

• It takes a minimum of five years complete an undergraduate degree.

• Students progress into different faculty pathways.
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WHERE DO UPP STUDENTS COME FROM?
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UPP FACULTY PATHWAYS

ENROLMENT
YEAR

ENROLMENTS PER FACULTY (N) DROPOUT
(%)

TOTAL UNDERGRADUATE 
GRADUATES

EMS HUM NAS TOTAL
ENROLMENTS

2007 298 394 128 820 73% 191

2008 286 436 115 837 76% 179

2009 259 546 98 903 64% 240

2010 390 836 163 1389 62% 345

2011 288 674 156 1118 46% 312

2012 55 680 94 829 38%

2013 151 596 184 931 39%

2014 121 685 94 900 28%

2015 145 646 170 961 21%

UPP ENROLMENT OVERVIEW

(2007 - 2011) COHORT
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SNAPSHOTS DATA:

Dropout and Retention Rates

UPP

APS=18

2007 enrol = 820

2011 graduates = 244

2011 enrol = 1 118

2015 graduates = 555 

Mainstream

APS=32

2007 enrol = 3 576

2009 graduates = 993

2011 enrol = 4 668

2013 graduates =  2 254

UPP VS MAINSTREAM
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FIRST TIME ENTERING DROPOUT 

FROM YEAR 1 TO YEAR2
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ENTRANCE PROGRAMME SNAPSHOT

LONGITUDINAL TRACKING UPP SUCCESS:

UPP Growth, Graduates and Success Factors

GROWTH OF THE UPP PROGRAMME
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Since 2007…

2 706 degrees awarded at the UFS, including:
•

• 2334 Undergraduate Degrees
• 130 Postgraduate Certificates
• 219 Honours Degrees
• 22 Masters Degrees
• 1 PHD Degree

Currently…
• 71 Masters Students registered 
• 8 PHD Registered

Marais & Hanekom, 2014.

Qualification 
Level

Economic and 
Management 

Sciences

Education Health 
Science

Humanities Law Natural and 
Agricultural 

Sciences

Theology GRAND
TOTAL

Undergraduate 377 239 38 1340 37 299 4 2334

Postgraduate 
diploma/
certificate

1 63 17 12 28 9 130

Honours 44 20 3 91 61 219

Masters 2 1 5 1 12 1 22

Doctoral 1 1

GRAND TOTAL 424 322 59 1448 66 382 5 2706

UPP GRADUATES PER FACULTY

(2007 – 2016) 
UPP SUCCESS FACTORS 

Educational
Innovation

Class Size 
(40-50 students)

Study materials/ 
textbooks

Compulsory 
Attendance

Administrative SupportAcademic Advice
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• UPP provides access to students with low APS, students who historically

did not qualify to study at a higher education institution.

• UPP has seen increased enrolment numbers in the last 25 years. E.g. from

student enrolment of 73 in 1993 to 1118 in 2011.

• Different factors have decrease the dropout rate in the UPP.

• UPP provides the opportunity for students to further to continue their

studies.

• UPP provides access to the job market.

CONCLUSION
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